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facade, Its domed roof, its two wings, a theatre, and a church.
The only change that was usually introduced in the country
manors was a second colonnade at the rear facing the garden,
with stairs that had to lead to water, whether it was a river or
an artificial lake.
Starov was in advance of his time working as he did in the
pure Hellenic style, which Catherine was anxious to introduce
but which was only definitely established under Alexander L
In 1779 Catherine II wrote to Grimm "the French build bad
houses, because they know too much." The jest meant that the
Empress was tired of the old style and wanted to pass from imi-
tation of classics to the original source. She anxiously awaited the
arrival of two Italians whom she had commissioned Grimm to
send. One of these two, Giacomo Quarenghi, a Roman, came to
Russia in 1780 and during the reign of Catherine played the
same part that Rastrelli had played in the days of Rococo, under
Empress Elizabeth.
But before she fell under the sway of Quarenghi, Catherine
had another period of artistic enthusiasm. In 1779 Charles Cam-
eron, a Scotsman, arrived in St. Petersburg and absolutely fasci-
nated the Empress with his knowledge of the classical Roman
monuments. She prized him as the editor of Palladio's book on
Roman baths, and always associated him with Clerisseau, the
famous expert on Pompeian interior decoration, in whose books
Cameron had found his inspiration, "This sparkling mind,"
Catherine wrote to Grimm in 1780, "is a great admirer of Cleris-
seau, whose sketches help Cameron in decorating my new apart-
ments." Having put Cameron to the test by commissioning him to
build the "classical pavilion" in the park, the Empress entrusted
him (1780-85) with the reconstruction of her private apartments
in the cold, formal palace built at Tsarskoe Selo by Empress
Elizabeth, and then (1782-85) with the erection of a palace in
Pavlovsk for Grand Duke Paul and Grand Duchess Marie, who
under the name of Count and Countess du Nord were at that
time traveling abroad* Both tasks were most brilliantly executed
by Cameron- The hanging garden at Tsarskoe Selo, whose
"agate rooms" situated above the bath house were sumptuously
decorated, the long glass gallery, a colonnade built on the same